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Fig. 1. Known distribution of Diporiphora linga, D. winneckei and some specimens of doubtful identity.

Solid symbols == specimens examined, open circles

cxplanation.

Western Australia (sec Fig. 1) differ from
those of the typical race as follows: 1-2 pairs
of pre-unal pores in both sexes (though weak
rarely absent—in females); gular area with 4-5
narrow longitudinal grey stripes (Figs 4, 5).

These western  winneckei are far more
variable than the castern race and, as I have
only examined preserved material, T have pre-
ferred not {o formally cstablish a new raee at
this time.

literature records. See text for further

While the majority of specimens have the
same extremely attenuated form of the typical
race, some are outstanding in being more robust
with thicker necks and larger heads. To
guantify robustness in preserved. often dis-
torted specimens is very difficult, but the ratio
of head width te head length provides an
approximation. It was found that the frequeney
distribution of this ratio was normal, so that
the robust and very slender specimens connect
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through an unbroken scrics of intermediates,
the latter forming the bulk of the population,
Additionally, the unusually robust specimens
comc from widcly scattercd loealitics on the
Pilhura coastal plain, the Hamersley Plateau
and the castern desert ol WA,

The gular fold is also subject to variation,
heing strongly developed in the majority of
speeimens but occasionally fecble medially or
absent. Absence of the gular fold occurred in
specimens from acrass the range of the race
(except on  the Hamersley Platcau)  but
occurred more frequently in specimens from
the Pilbara coastal plain. Development of the
fold also appears to be independent of robust-
ness.

The vertebral stripe (usually  distinet and
grey) is occastonally bull  brown, faint or
obscure, or divided medially, The ventral
stripes had faded in many specimens hut their
number (4 or 5) on the gular area appearcd
to he independent of loculity.

Some  vagrintion may have resulted  from
preservation. For example the gular area, or the
whole ventral surface of some specimens, had
a satin-like sheen and a few bad dark dorso-
lateral stripes instcad of the usual pale stripes.

One specimen (WAM R30433) from 16 kin
S of Port Hedland combined characicristics of
the two races: the gular ares had threc bold
stripes as in the castern race but two pre-anal
pores were present.

Although 1 have ne personal observations of
the habitat of this race, notes uccompanying
many specimens reveal that (hey were caught
amongst porcupine grass (Triodiv spp.) on
sand dunes and sandy flats.

Specimens exanuned

The muterial listed by Storr (1974) from the
collections of SAM and WAM plus the addi-
tional specimens listed below.

Typical  easrern  race!  Norcthern  Territory:
Charlotte Waters, AM 2143-5. South Australia:
44 km WSW of Anna Creek HS. SAM R14522A-
E, 7.5 km ENE of Bopeechee Rail Siding, SAM
RI13947A-C: Hunt Peminsula. Lake Fyre North,
SAM R14643: shore of Lake Eyre, Muloorina Stn,
SAM R14796; 22 km WNW of Moralana HS,
SAM RI14529: 5.5 km WNW of Myrtle Springs

Figs 2-S. Pauerning in  Diporipliora  winneckei
(in life, the areas shown in solid black
are cither grey or vellow). 2, ventral
pattern of typical castern race; 3, dorsal
heud puttern of sume; 4, 5, two varia-
tions of ventral pattern in western race.
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Figs 6-7. Dfiporiplzora linga: 6, adult male (black speckling on body is an artefact); 7, adult female in
life.
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